Deare Padbee,

In your previous column you wrote that the Mass
commemorates Jesus’ Last Supper and is a thanks-
giving for God’s gifts to us. Are there other reasons
to get out of bed early and attend Sunday Mass?

he Mass is all about giving thanks for God'’s forgiveness of sins and

his plan for eternal life. In fact, Eucharist is derived from the Greek word
meaning “gratitude” or “thanksgiving.” But there are many other reasons to
participate in the Mass.

The Mass is our opportunity to be present with our Lord in the forms of
bread and wine. God doesn’t usually make frightening appearances to us

T e accompanied by crashing
thunder and lightning. Rather,
he makes himself accessible to
us in the humble form of food.
Jesus said, “Whoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him
on the last day” (John 6:54).

As St. Augustine put it,
when we receive Christ in
these forms, we become what we receive. We are the body of Christ, not as
individuals but as his Church. His Church is his physical presence on earth
today, the way people come into contact with Christ.

When we participate in the Mass, we become witnesses to all of this: our
liberation from sin and death; our Lord’s Real Presence to us in the forms of
bread and wine; and we, as Church, becoming what we receive—the body of
Christ. Can there be better reasons for waking up on a Sunday morning and
attending Mass?

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

A WORD FROM 7)0pe Francis

/" Without Christ we are condemned to be dominated by
o everyday weariness, with its worries, and by fear of the future.
\ a{‘ ’j The Sunday encounter with the Lord gives us the strength to
",\'v / experience the present with confidence and courage, and to
"‘l: / go forth with hope. For this reason, we Christians go to
ey encounter the Lord...in the Eucharistic celebration.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, DECEMBER 13, 2017
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Calendar

Monday
JANUARY 24
St. Francis de Sales,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
2Sm 5:1-7,10
Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday
JANUARY 25
The Conversion of
St. Paul the Apostle
Acts 22:3-16
or Acts 9:1-22
Mk 16:15-18

Wednesday
JANUARY 26
Sts. Timothy and Titus,
Bishops
2Tm 1:11-8 or Ti 1:1-5
Mk 4:1-20
Thursday
JANUARY 27
Weekday
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29
Mk 4:21-25
Friday
JANUARY 28
St. Thomas Aquinas,
Priest and Doctor
of the Church
2 Sm 11:1-43,
5-10a, 13-17
Mk 4:26-34
Saturday
JANUARY 29
Weekday
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17
Mk 4:35-41
Sunday
JANUARY 30
Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19
1 Cor 12:31—13:13
or 13:4-13
Lk 4:21-30
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A Redemptorist Ministry

Fulfilled in Your
Hearing

hen we hear that phrase, we might
be inclined to think of prophecy.

However, today’s readings suggest something
a bit different. True, in today’s Gospel, Jesus
states that he is the fulfillment of the promise
made by the prophet Isaiah. However, the way
that passage was fulfilled by Jesus was not
the way his hearers expected. The passage
seems to promise a change in society where
there will be no more poor or prisoners. The
people expected a political change which would
overthrow Roman control. Jesus’ application
was quite different. The fulfillment of that
prophecy included a new and often radical way
of understanding society. In other words, Jesus
revealed the true meaning of the prophecy.

Such reapplication is even clearer in the
first reading. Nehemiah, the Jewish leader of
those who had returned from Babylonian exile,
gathered all the community together, read the
Law, and then reapplied it for them.

Reapplication is often necessary because
what might have been a helpful way of
understanding something in our faith under
some circumstances might be impractical,
even inappropriate, in others. For example,
to pray for an end to war is important, but to
do nothing to work for peace changes how
we understand prayer. Circumstances often
change as we go through life. Reapplication of
our faith acknowledges this and searches for
ways that faith can continue to address those
changing circumstances. Faithful reapplication
always keeps our religious tradition alive and
meaningful.

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

¢ January 23, 2022

i Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

: 1Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27
Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Jesus returned to
Galilee in the power
of the Spirit, and
news of him spread

throughout the
whole region.
LUKE 4:14

VNI

¢ MO

ONVIINY

% In many ways the Second Vatican Council reapplied
our faith. How has your understanding of how to
apply our faith changed in your lifetime?

# Is there anything that you think still should change?
Why do you think this?
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Karen Burden, Rel.Edu. Committee 355-6388

Lisa Gannett, DRE 355-6611
| RCIA 355-6405
Gwen Waechter, Parish Council Chair 272-1030
Rectory & Parish Office Tressa Powers, Finance Council Chair 355-6206
600 Soderberg St. Lakin, KS 67860 Altar Society President, Nanette Rice 355-7676
Mailing Address: PO Box 983 )
Tom Bachman, Grand Knight 640-8259
Fr. Peter Tran, Pastor—355-6405

Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Prayer Line Starters, Allison Bushek 355-1696
Email: saintanthonylakin@gmail.com & Nanette Rice 355-7676

Website: saintanthonylakin.org MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (color: (§ Monday, Jan. 24 8:00 a.m. Charles & Eileen Hoff

Green)
1/22/2022 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Lucy Gannett, Jason Velasco, Ryann
Bamberger Friday, Jan. 28 8:00 a.m. Marlyn Morrison
Reader: Debbie Frederick Saturday, Jan. 29 4: 00 p.m.
1/23/2022 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kingston Guerrero, Cade Berning, Joce
Berning

Tuesday, Jan. 25 8:00 a.m. Bob Rooney
Thursday, Jan. 27 8:00 a.m. Special Intention—Smith Family

Special Intention-Burden F.

Sunday, Jan. 30 9:00 a.m. Loren Huckstadt

Reader: Fred Jones Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard every Saturday at
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 3:00 p.m. and every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. every Friday from
(color: Green) 4:15—4:50 p.m. or by appointment.

1/29/2022 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized must be
Servers: Maggie Gannett, Jonathan Gannett, Na- registered. Godparents must be 16 years of age or older and
than Gannett have received Confirmation and Eucharist. Please call the par-
ish office for an appointment.

Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four to six
months before the wedding.

Servers: Cade Berning, Joce Berning, Luke Woodrow |l Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.

Reader: Mike Borekelman Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a
priest.

Reader: Gwen Waechter
1/30/2022—Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — JANUARY 23, 2022

Friends, it’s pretty easy to believe in God when things are going well, right? And that’s no surprise. When life is
pretty good we can imagine a God whose plan for the world is going along, well as planned. But what about when
that is not the case? What do we believe then?

Sometimes I hear people talking about how they feel that we are living in the worst of times, that the world is coming
undone, that everything people have worked to build up might be gone in the blink of an eye. And yet we must --- not
in a naive or unrealistic way, but in a way that reflects our confidence in a loving God --- a God whose plan for the
world continues to this day, whose care for the world continues to this day.

My friends, there are better days ahead. It might not be tomorrow or the next day or the next, but it will come. Our
faith assures us of that, assures us that our crosses will be followed by resurrections. God has not abandoned us.

But when things are truly difficult or painful or heartbreaking it’s not always easy to hold on to those beliefs, hold on
to that sort of faith, hold on to that beautiful image of God --- a God who still only wants the best for us --- a God who
loves us more than we could ever know or imagine.

And so let’s pray for the grace to continue to believe and trust and hope even when . . .

Someone we love is seriously ill. We don’t know how we’re going to pay our bills. Our marriage is on rocky ground.
The world seems to be in constant conflict. Our child keeps making really bad choices. Crime seems out of control.
We have no friends and feel all alone.

Our parents don’t understand us or trust us.

These things only look hopeless from our perspective. In reality, they look completely different to God --- the God
who stepped into history in the person of Jesus, and changed not only the world’s history, but each of our individual
histories too.

So let’s wait patiently --- not idly, not doing nothing --- but simply doing our part to remain faithful while trusting that
God will always do his part.




COLLECTION for January 16, 2022: Envelopes: $575; Loose: $236; Online Giving: $604.02; Total $
1415.02; Average Weekly Expense: $1,761.17. Income over/under -346.15.

Thank you so much to your faithful stewards for supporting our parish, diocese, and worldwide Church.

K of C Meeting will be Wednesday, January 12 at 7:30 p.m. Parish Hall.

LOOKING AHEAD Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, Wednesday, February 2 —5:30 p.m. K of C Meeting
—Wednesday, February 2 at 7:30 p.m.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  Struggling to provide food for yourself
or your family? Catholic Charities staff members are available to help with the application for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP Food Assistance). Call 620-272-0010.

VOCATION VIEW “You are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” Are you being called to
strengthen His body through a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate or the consecrated life?

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT The US bishops’ pastoral on stewardship reinforces today’s reading from
I Corinthians: “Because its individual members do collectively make up the Body of Christ, that body’s
health and well-being are the responsibility of the members — the personal responsibility of each one of us.
We all are stewards of the Church.”

PRAYER OF THE WEEK Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the earth. O God,
who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us in the same Spirit to be truly
wise and ever to rejoice in his consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL OF THE WEEK - (Luke 1:1-4)

Luke, a competent author Luke begins both his Gospel and the Book of Acts in the style of other Greco
-Roman texts, which shows us that both Luke and many of the first hearers of his Gospel were cultured and
well-educated. A trustworthy account Luke refers to other Gospels, but they don’t meet the needs
of those for whom he writes. Therefore, Luke sets out to... * present Jesus and his ministry in a more compel-
ling and organized way * show how the church is fulfilling God’s promise to bring people to salvation e (re)
assure non-Jews that they are included in God’s plan of salvation

Theophilus (“friend/lover of God”) could be the name of Luke’s financial patron or Luke’s way of referring
to that person. Luke might also intend for the the name to apply to all the Christians in his community. LUKE
4:14-21 In the synagogue Synagogue services usually included scripture, teaching, prayers, and a collection
for the poor. Synagogue buildings were also used as schools and community meeting places. Luke shows Je-
sus upholding Jewish tradition by keeping the sabbath, going to religious services, and proclaiming from the
scriptures, which any adult Jewish male could be invited to do.

Summing up his ministry In Luke’s Gospel Jesus begins his public ministry by declaring that God has cho-
sen (anointed) him to announce good news for people who are oppressed and excluded. ¢ the poor refers to
those who struggle to meet their basic needs * the captives include those imprisoned because they can’t pay
their debts, those who suffer physically, and those whose sins are so serious that they’re excluded from the
community ¢ the blind refers to the physically blind as well as to people who want to see and be part of God’s
kingdom Luke also reminds people once again that God’s Spirit rests upon Jesus. This Spirit empowers Jesus
to proclaim and bring about a year acceptable to the Lord, a time of healing, reunion, and joy. Those who feel
punished or forgotten by God will especially know that God loves them (www.oursundayreadings)

UNDERSTANDING THE FIRST READING (Nehemiah 8: 2-4a, 5-6,8-9))

Ezra & Nehemiah In the sixth century the Babylonians invaded Israel. Despite the destruction of Jeru-
salem and the temple and the loss of independent rule, the Jewish tradition survived. Over fifty years later, the
Jews began resettling the land, rebuilding their temple, and repairing the city’s walls. First Nehemiah and
then Ezra helped their fellow Jews rediscover and embrace their religious heritage. In this passage Ezra teach-
es the people how to live as God’s chosen ones.

What Ezra read Ezra probably read selections from what are now the first five books of our Bible. He
reintroduced people to the laws God gave Moses at Mount Sinai. Ezra then explained what those passages
meant. Responding to God’s word The people first respond with ritual words and ges-
tures. They profess their commitment to the way of life that’s presented to them. They then weep because
they didn’t know God’s word and hadn’t been obeying it. Ezra tells the people to rejoice. They are to feast,
and those who have plenty of food are to share with the poor. Our Catholic liturgy follows this basic pattern
of listening to the proclamation of God’s word and then having a ritual meal. (www.oursundayreadings)



https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf
https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf

Question: My best friend is renewing her marriage vows. I stood up for her when she was
married in the Church ten years ago, and she’s asked me to do the same this time around — except
that she has since left the Catholic Church and this ceremony is taking place in a Methodist church.
Am I permitted to witness the renewal of her vows? — Name withheld

Answer: There are cases when a Catholic ought to not be present at a wedding or wedding-
related ceremony. For example, when a Catholic is marrying outside the Church without permission,
or when one of the parties is unqualified to enter the marriage — for example, when one or both have
been married before and there are no annulments. In such cases, Catholics, even family members,
ought not attend such ceremonies.

However, in the case you describe, there are no canonical issues involved, because this is not actually
a wedding or the celebration of a sacrament per se, rather a renewal of vows for an anniversary. Thus
we are left with a prudential judgment on your part. Usually in such cases we ought to do what will
best keep the relationship strong and the lines of communication open. This will likely help a possible
return to the Church. Not to attend might cause hurt or alienation and make your friend’s return to the
Church even less likely. Your attendance at this renewal of vows, even standing for her as one of the
wedding party, does not of itself affirm her decision to leave the Church. Rather, it would seem, it is
an affirmation of ten years of marriage, which is certainly something worth celebrating.

Question: When a Catholic has been married by a justice of the peace and approaches the
Church to have the marriage blessed, what does the ceremony consist of? — Pat Burke

Answer: The process is called “convalidation” (“to make valid”), since a Catholic married outside
the Church without permission of the bishop marries invalidly. The convalidation ceremony is usual-
ly quite brief and private. There may be short scriptural readings and then the priest or deacon has the
couple exchange their vows in his presence with two witnesses. Prior to such a ceremony, however,
there should be marital instruction and a determination that the couple is free to enter into marriage.
The ceremony also enables the Church to confer the nuptial blessing on the couple.

Question: I recently received an annulment from the Church and had my current marriage val-
idated by the priest. And yet, in Matthew 19, Jesus says to divorce and marry another is to commit
adultery. What am I to do? — Name withheld

Answer: Trust the Church in this, to which Christ gave the power to bind and loose. In the pas-
sage you reference, Jesus says, “What therefore God has joined together, let no man put asunder” (Mt
19:6). But not every exchange of marriage vows is ipso facto a work of God. Vows must be properly
exchanged by people of requisite maturity, etc. The annulment process seeks to investigate if God
had, in fact, joined the couple or not, based on evidence supplied. If you received a decree of nullity,
it means the Church determined your first marriage was, for whatever reason, not valid in the eyes of
God. This means you are free to marry, for you were not truly married the first time. (Monsignor
Charles Pope—Catholic and Curious)

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Those aren’t fighting words
Most fights don't start with a punch, but with a word. That's because words are among the most pow-
erful forces on the planet. Ideas divide or unite a society. Insults scar, just as kind words can heal. Our
sacred story contained in scripture is a word meant to make the world whole. Pope Francis asks us to
honor the word of God this Sunday. We begin by symbolically enthroning the Bible in our homes to-
day: putting it in a place of honor. This reminds us of the deeper enthronement of God's word in our
hearts. Make room for one Bible verse every day. (Prepare the Word)

TERCER DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

No son palabras de conflicto
La mayoria de las peleas no empiezan con un golpe, sino con una palabra. Porque las palabras son
una de las fuerzas mas poderosas del planeta. Las ideas dividen o unen a una sociedad. Los insultos
dejan cicatrices, al igual que las palabras amables pueden sanar. Nuestra historia sagrada, contenida
en las Escrituras, es una palabra destinada a integrar el mundo. El Papa Francisco nos pide que hon-
remos la palabra de Dios este domingo. Comenzamos entronizando simbdlicamente la Biblia en
nuestros hogares: poniéndola en un lugar de honor. Esto nos recuerda la entronizacion mas profunda
de la palabra de Dios en nuestros corazones. Haz espacio para un versiculo de la Biblia cada dia.




