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Do we need to evangelize, or spread the gospel,
to fellow Catholics?

Yv Evangelization is beneficial to Catholics who already practice
( i o | | pointed out I'he Church J.'i‘«’w:]\l‘[_lvh

irish and make ever more mature the faith of those who are
tlled the faithful or believers, in order that they may be so still more
1 Evangelization in the Modern World |Evangelii Nuntiandi], 54)
hat about nonpracticing Catholics? Yes, again! A particular focus of

the evangelizing Catholic
ought to be those who have
been baptized but who live
outside the Christian life

We already know that a large
” number of the baptized have
not formally repudiated their
baptism but do not live in
accordance with it. They resist
the idea of evangelization out
of indifference or a hostility
based on the belief that he or
A particular focus of the evangelizing she is one of the family, but is
Catholic ought to be those who have
been baptized but who live outside believes
the Christian life.

in the know” and no longer

Christ wishes God's
love to be proclaimed and
| to all Catholics—practicing and nonpracticing. This is the

1on that Christ gives to his Church—to invite everyone to
t of God we in |esu
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Monday
DECEMBER 7
St. Ambrose

Bishop and Doctor
f the Church
Is 35:1-10
Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday
DECEMBER 8
Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Gn 3:9-15, 20
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12
Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday
DECEMBER 9
Advent Weekday
Is 40:25-31
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday
DECEMBER 10
Advent Weekday
Is 41:13-20
Mt 11:11-15

Friday
DECEMBER 11
Advent Weekday
Is 48:17-19
Mt 11:16-19

Saturday
DECEMBER 12
Qur Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17 or
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47

Sunday
DECEMBER 13
Third Sunday
of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11
1 Thes 5:16-24
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
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Prepare the Way
of the Lord

The admonition in the title of this reflection is
found in the reading from Isaiah and in the Gospel
passage. Isaiah describes a long line of exiles returning
to Jerusalem after many hard years in Babylon. God
leads them back home. In preparation for God’s and
the people’s entry, the way is made clear: “Every valley
shall be lifted up...The rugged land shall be a plain”
(Isaiah 40:4). The road is repaired, just as we might

do if someone important were coming to town. The
Gospel writer reinterprets this passage. Instead of
repairing an actual roadway, the words of John the
Baptist prepare for the entrance of Jesus into his public
ministry. Despite their differences, both passages

ror Reflection

¢ To move in a new life direction, we must leave
what we have come to know. Are you ready?

December 6, 2020

Second Sunday of Advent (B)

Z2Pt3:8-14
Mk 1:1-8

speak of the “way of the Lord,” which is the way of
salvation

The people are told they will get a new start. In the
first reading it will be after exile; in the Gospel it is
the new ministry of Jesus. Even St. Peter refers to this
newness. He calls it “new heavens and a new earth”

(2 Peter 3:13). He goes on to explain what this means
It will be existence “in which righteousness dwells.”
Saint Peter further states that this will come to pass
on “the day of the Lord,” the day when God's promises
will be fulfilled and “all should come to repentance”

2 Peter 3:9-10).

The events described in all three readings unfold
because of God's merciful love of all. It is for such a day
that we are called to prepare. Are we willing to exert
the effort? Are we willing to listen to God’s words?

Sr. Dianne Bergunt, CSA

In the wilderness prepare the way ¢
Make straight in the wasteland a highw
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Fr. Peter Tran, Pastor—355-6405 & Nanette Rice 355-7676
Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Email: saintanthonylakin@gmail.com
Monday, Dec. 7 No Mass

Website: saintanthonylakin.org
Tuesday, Dec. 8 6:00 p.m. For the People

Thursday, Dec.10  8:00 a.m. Deceased members of G &S
Friday, Dec. 11 8:00 a.m. LaVera Strecker

December 5, 4:00 p.m. Karen Burden

December 6, 9:00 a.m. Julie Kaps

December 8, 6:00 p.m. Volunteer

Saturday, Dec. 12 3:00 p.m. For the People
December 12, 3:00 p.m. Teresa Beltran

December 13, 9:00 a.m. Mike Broeckelman

Sunday, Dec. 13 9:00 a.m. Special Intention

VOCATION VIEW

John the Baptist stands as a sign of contradiction, calling his
contemporaries back to a relationship with the Living God.
Perhaps you are being called to follow in John’s footsteps to-
day. (Mark 1:1-8)

December 26, 4:00 p.m. Debbie Frederick STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

December 27, 9:00 a.m. Steve Sullivan John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the US bish-
ops’ pastoral letter on stewardship: “Christians must beg God
Thank you so much for your ministry! for the grace of conversion: the grace to know who they are,
to whom they belong, how they are to live — the grace to re-
pent and change and grow, the grace to become good disci-

I = ples and stewards.

December 19, 4:00 p.m. Gwen Waechter
December 20, 9:00 a.m. K of C Members

December 24, 4:00 p.m. Volunteer

A FEW WORDS FROM THE PASTOR My Dear Parishioners: Greetings in the Lord on this Second Sunday of
Advent.

Today we continue on our Advent journey. And as always, John the Baptist makes his appearance --- the voice cry-
ing out in the desert, foretold by Isaiah (as we heard in the First Reading). We see him challenging people to be more
than they are. We see him convincing people to take an honest look within and reform their lives. And we see him
making sure they know that it’s not about him. Rather, “One mightier than I is coming after me.”

We’ve all had John the Baptists in our lives, people who have helped us be better people, people who have helped us
have the right priorities, people who have helped point us in the right direction, people who have helped us to believe.
And that’s one of the incredible things about faith. You see, although we believe that faith is a pure gift from God ---
God doesn’t choose to give that gift by himself. Rather, he wants us to deliver it for him --- wants us to be kind of
like FedEx or UPS --- making delivery after delivery --- leaving a little bit of kindness, a little bit of mercy, a little bit
of love, a little bit of hope and joy and peace and faith wherever we go.

And so, on this Second Sunday of Advent, we give thanks to God for John the Baptist, the one who heralded Jesus’
coming. And we give thanks to God for all the John the Baptists in our own lives, people who have instilled in us a
belief in God, a love for God, a faith that has lasted to this very day.

But most importantly, this day is an opportunity for each of us to do what so many have done for us --- be a voice cry-
ing out in the desert --- be heralds of God’s great love and mercy and generosity and compassion. And like John the
Baptist we can help people to keep their eyes open for the God in our midst, a God who is present to us, a God who is
not absent from the world, but in every corner of it --- in every person and every circumstance.

The world needs to hear that message. And the world needs to see people trying their best to live in the light of that
truth --- peacefully, lovingly, humbly, faithfully.

And that might be the best present we can give this Christmas.
Have a blessed Advent everyone. Fr. Peter




COLLECTION for November 29, 2020: Envelopes: $1,255.00; Loose: $117.00; Online Giving: $188.17; Total
$1,560.17; Average Weekly Expense: $1,989.55. Income over/under (-429.38) Thank you so much to our faithful
stewards for supporting our parish, diocese, and worldwide Church.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES Your Offering Envelopes for the coming year are available at the Church's
Vestibule. Please pick up yours and thank you so very much for your generous and faithful contributions for support-

ing our Parish.
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe falls on Saturday, December 12

this year. Due to having two Spanish Masses, one in Syracuse at 11:00 a.m. (MT) and the other here in our church at
3:00 p.m. Our English Mass at 4:00 p.m. will be cancelled. We are truly sorry for causing any inconvenience.
Please know that Saturday Mass in Deerfield at 6:00 p.m.

ADVENT —SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Due to the spreading of the Covid-19, our parish penance
service will not be held this year, instead Fr. Peter will be available to hear confessions every Saturday from 3:00 pm
— 3:50 p.m.; every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.; and every Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. If those
times do not work for you, please call parish office number (355-6405) for an appointment. Please make an effort to
be reconciled with God and with others in this sacred time in order to celebrate the birth of the Lord.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE If you would like to donate flowers in memory
of A LOVED ONE FOR CHRISTMAS, please put your donation in envelope marked to whom you want them to go
to, plus your name and put in with the regular collection or send it to our office. Deadline date is December 22.
CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATION We plan to decorate the church on December 15 at 5:30 pm. Your
help would be appreciated.

LOOKING AHEAD

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8, 6:00 p.m. Lakin

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12, 3:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Mass, December 24, 4:00 p.m. in Lakin and 5:30 p.m. MT in Syracuse

Christmas Day Mass, December 25, 9:00 a.m. in Deerfield

New Year’s Eve mass, - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, December 31, 6:00 p.m in Lakin, 6:30 p.m. MT

New Year’s Day Mass—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, January 1, 8:00 a.m.

DECEMBER CONFIRMATION & FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES Confirmation Class December 6, 13.
First Communion class will be cancelled until after the Christmas Break. Please keep our First Communion and Con-
firmation students, their parents, and their Catechists in our prayers for their safety and perseverance.
MASKS AT MASS & CHRISTMAS MASS Due to spread of Covid —19 and possible more attendance at Christ-
mas Eve Mass we would like to encourage you, if you are physically capable, to wear your mask during this time of
an upswing in reported cases of Covid-19 in our community. Please do whatever you be able to help us reduce the
anxiety level of people entering our parish church. Thank you.
MARCH FOR LIFE 2020 IN WASHINGTON DC Again this year, the Diocese of Dodge City will sponsor a
trip to Washington, DC for people to take part in the March for Life 2021 on January 27 - 30. If you are interested in
joining this pilgrimage and being a part of the largest Pro-Life demonstration in the world contact: Emma Showalter
or Tom and Lisa Ridder 620-227-1540 620-874-0447, 620/375-2100 dcyouth@dcdiocese.org
tomridder65@gmail.com The cost is $450 per person. Register at dcdiocese.org under the Respect Life tab.
UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL OF THE WEEK (MARK 1: 1-8)

Standing in the story By gospel Mark isn’t referring to the book he wrote but to the good news that salvation has
come through Jesus. The story of this good news begins with John the Baptist, but it continues with us. The story will
end when Christ returns in glory.

Messiah and Son of God Christ is Greek for anointed one. Messiah is a Hebrew word that means the same
thing. In the ancient world people were anointed as a sign that God had chosen them for a special purpose. Here Mark
states plainly that Jesus is God’s chosen one, even God’s Son, but this information is given only to us. People at the
beginning of the story struggle to believe in Jesus because he doesn’t fit their messianic expectations.

Desert: place of beginnings In the Old Testament the desert/wilderness is a place of refuge and struggle. God
led his people out of Egypt and into the Sinai desert, where they had to learn to depend on him rather than foreign
gods. Isaiah drew from this story when he urged his people to cross a different desert to rebuild their homeland. In
both cases people were given a fresh start if they turned or returned to God.

John the Baptist John spent time in the desert. He ate what was available. He also dressed like Elijah (2 Kings
1:8). In Malachi 3:23 we hear that Elijah will return to warn people about the day of the LORD. John earned the title
the Baptist because he adapted the practice of ritual washing. He made it a sign of one’s belief that God was coming
soon to judge people. Like other ancient prophets, John warned people to repent, to turn away from their old lives and
ready themselves for God’s arrival.

Mightier than I John says several things that contrast him with the one who is coming.

e Johnisn’t even worthy to act as a slave for the one who’s coming.

e John baptizes with water; the one who comes will baptize with God’s Spirit.

e John’s baptism is only a sign of change; the one who comes will bring about real change. https:oursundayreadings
PRAYER OF THE WEEK (adapted from St. Teresa of Avila )

Although I have often abandoned you, O Lord, you have never abandoned me. Your hand of love is always stretched out toward me, even
when I look the other way. Your gentle voice constantly calls me, even when I refuse to listen. As the sins in my soul increase, I lose the
taste for virtuous things. You alone can restore my taste for virtue. You are patient, willing to wait as long as necessary for me to turn to you.

Your friendship alone gives me the strength to resist and defeat sin. Be my friend now and always, O Lord! Amen.



https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf

QUESTION & ANSWER

AIPTEIODTLILC

Q: Is there salvation outside the Catholic Church?

Let’s start with a big word: soteriology, or the meaning of God’s saving actions. What are we saved
from, and what are we saved for? When most Christians say they’re saved, often they mean “safe
from the possibility of going to hell.” For Catholics the usual formula for salvation gets boiled down
to this: The danger of hell comes from original sin. Original sin is washed away by baptism. Baptism
is a sacrament in Christianity. The Catholic Church contains the only full expression of Christianity.
The bottom line: There is no salvation outside of the Catholic Church.

I don’t question the statements in that chain of logic. But additional links in the chain allow room at
the conclusion for the equally Catholic mystery of divine grace. For one, salvation is God’s work,
not a human enterprise. You and I are in no position to save anyone, and we don’t want to presume
to tie God’s hands either. Although we might say where salvation is readily available, it would be ar-
rogant to say God can choose no other channels of operation. Being divine, God is utterly free.

God’s freedom is a huge consideration. Another is the idea that hell is all we need saving from. What
about absurdity, which arises from the reality of death? The life, ministry, death, and resurrection of
Jesus imbue mortal life with purpose and destiny that rescues us from despair. And what about the
baptism available through other Christian traditions? The Roman church admits baptism as a valid
sacrament when it uses the formula of the Trinity (“In the name of the Father . . . .”).

Finally, church teaching maintains that everyone is “called by God’s grace to salvation” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, no. 836) and that “those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the
gospel of Christ or his church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, moved by
grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their conscience—
those too may achieve eternal salvation. Nor shall divine providence deny the assistance necessary
for salvation to those who, without any fault of theirs, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge
of God, and who, not without grace, strive to live a good life” (Lumen Gentium, no. 16). (Alice Ca-
mille)

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
BEGIN AT THE END

Beginnings are really the Act II of endings. That’s why we hear so much Apocalypse in the early Ad-
vent readings. Something has to give way for the new thing to arrive. In order to move into the new
house, you have to leave the old one. That goes for the life of the world to come, as well. So when
John the Baptist summons us to prepare the Lord’s way, he simultaneously obliges us to repent our
former way. Consider what obstacles need to “pass away” to “make straight” the path of the Christ
child’s arrival into your heart. Prepare the Word)

PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
COMENZAR POR EL FINAL

Los comienzos son en realidad el segundo acto de los finales. Por eso escuchamos tanto Apocalipsis
en las primeras lecturas de Adviento. Algo tiene que ceder para que llegue lo nuevo. Para mudarse a
la nueva casa, hay que dejar la anterior. Eso va para la vida del mundo por venir, también. Asi que
cuando Juan el Bautista nos convoca para preparar el camino del Sefior, al mismo tiempo nos obliga
a arrepentirnos de nuestro rumbo anterior. Considera qué obstaculos deben "morir" para "enderezar"
el camino de la llegada del nifio Jesus a tu corazon.



http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html

