


Rectory & Parish Office 

600 Soderberg St. Lakin, KS 67860 

Mailing Address: PO Box 983 

Fr. Peter Tran, Pastor—355-6405  

Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Email: saintanthonylakin@gmail.com 

Website: saintanthonylakin.org 

 

Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard every Saturday at 

3:00 p.m. and every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. every Friday from 

4:15—4:50 p.m. or by appointment.   

Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized must be 

registered.  Godparents must be 16 years of age or older and 

have received  Confirmation and Eucharist.  Please call the par-

ish office for an appointment.  

Marriage:  Please contact par ish pr iest at least four  to six 

months before the wedding. 

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a pr iest. 

Anointing of the Sick:  Celebrated anytime by calling a 
priest. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

 

My friends, we are getting close.  Less than a week to go.  As we get ready to welcome the Christ child, let’s make 

sure that we realize God isn’t just coming for a “visit” at all.  He wants to stay forever, within you and within me.  

Let’s be sure we can recognize him in both places --- as Elizabeth and Mary did this Sunday gospel account (Luke 1: 

39-45)--- and help others do the same.  

 

 

 

 

 

I hope and pray this note finds you and your families in good health.   

In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns, the love of God -the Father is made manifest to us 

in the wonderful gift of Jesus, His son. Join with the angles in Bethlehem, our faith moves us to sing, “Glory 

to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.” Yes. We recognize that true peace on earth flows 

our recognition and praise of God in our lives.  

At this special and sacred time of the year, I wish to extend to you and your loved ones Christmas greetings 

and best wishes for the New Year. While we might recall difficult times and frustrations in 2021, we         

continue with faith, love, joy and hope in 2022. I pray for you and for your family through the intercession 

of all saints; especially, St. Joseph and the Blessed Virgin Mary,  that this Christmas Season will be joyful and 

will be filled with all of the blessings that our loving Father has planned for us.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you, to your family, and to all of your love ones.  Fr. Peter Tran 

Monday, Dec. 20 8:00 a.m.        Charles & Eileen Hoff 

Tuesday, Dec. 21 8:00 a.m.        Special Int. (Burden Family) 

Thursday, Dec. 23 8:00 a.m.        Special Int. (Powers Family) 

Friday,  Dec. 24 4:00 p.m.       LeRoy & Henry Sanchez Jr. 

Sunday, Dec. 25 9: 00 a.m.       Christmas Mass –Deerfield                                                                             

Sunday,  Dec. 26 9:00 a.m.        Ruth Gorges 

  

Saturday, December 18, 4:00 p.m. 

Servers: Volunteers  

Reader: Debbie Frederick 

Sunday, December 19, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Volunteers 

Reader: K of C 

Christmas Eve Mass, December 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Servers: Code Berning, Joce Berning, Kirbe 
Koons 

Reader: Volunteer  

Sunday, December 26, 9:00 a.m.—The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Servers:  Volunteers 

Reader:  Mike Borekelman   

Karen Burden, Rel.Edu. Committee  355-6388 

Lisa Gannett, DRE    355-6611 

RCIA       355-6405      

Gwen Waechter, Parish Council Chair 272-1030 

Tressa Powers, Finance Council Chair 355-6206 

Altar Society President, Nanette Rice  355-7676 

Tom Bachman, Grand Knight   640-8259 

Prayer Line Starters, Allison Bushek  355-1696 

& Nanette Rice    355-7676 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT– DECEMBER 19, 2021 

Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80) 



 

 

COLLECTION for  December  12, 2021: Envelopes: $375.00; Loose: $221.61; Online Giving: $1450.02;            

Total $2046.02;  Average Weekly Expense: $1,761.17.  Income over/under  +284.85.     

Thank you so much to your faithful stewards for supporting our parish, diocese, and worldwide Church.    

SINCERE SYMPATHY & PRAYERS  Our  deepest sympathy and prayers to you and your  family, on 

the   passing of your beloved brother, Robert (Bob) Rooney.  May the Almighty God wrap His loving arms 

around you and the entire family and give you peace.  May he rest in peace.   

BUDGET SHOP We will be working at the Budget Shop on Tuesday, December  21.  Please keep that 

date on your busy calendars and try to save a few hours to help us.    Any help will be greatly appreciated.  

And “Thank You” ahead of time.   

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES Your  Offer ing Envelopes for  the coming year  are available at the 

Church's Vestibule. Please pick up yours and thank you so very much for your generous and faithful contribu-

tions  for supporting our Parish. 

2022 CALENDARS   are available at the church vestibule for you to pick it up.    

LOOKING AHEAD 

Christmas Eve Mass in Lakin—Friday, December 24 at 4: 00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Mass in Syracuse—Friday, December 24 at 5:30 p.m. (MT)  

Christmas Day Mass in Deerfield —December 9:00 a.m.  

Christmas Day Mass in Vietnamese in Garden City– December 12:30 p.m.  

PLEASE KNOW THAT We will not have Saturday Evening Mass (12/25)at 4:00 & 6:00 p.m. in Lakin & 

Deerfield.  

New Year’s Eve Mass—Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God in Lakin —December 31at 6:00 

p.m. 

VOCATION VIEW   God chose to become man to lead us in a path of righteousness, is God calling you to 

grow in holiness? He may be inviting you to the priesthood, diaconate or consecrated life.                                                                                                                                                                   

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT        The Gospel today tells of the Virgin Mary, pregnant herself, hurrying off 

to help her cousin Elizabeth. The model of good stewardship, she who had given herself to bear the Savior 
gave her time and love to others as well.                                                                                                                                                                       

PRAYER OF THE WEEK  (Alternative Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent) Father, all-powerful 

God, your eternal Word took flesh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of your 

plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which announces his glory, and open our minds to re-

ceive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                
UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL OF THE WEEK - (Luke 1:39-45)                                                                                      

Pregnancies old and new When Elizabeth’s husband Zechariah learned that his wife would conceive, he didn’t be-

lieve it, despite stories from Israel’s past in which women conceived after their child-bearing years. By contrast, Mary 
believes, though hesitantly, that she’ll conceive without having had sex, circumstances for which there was no prece-
dent in Jewish tradition. The circumstances of Jesus’ unique and startling conception point ahead to the new era that 

Jesus will bring about. During this new era God’s spirit is poured out on the world.                                                                                         
Filled with the Spirit Luke includes more references to the Spir it dur ing Jesus’ public ministry than the other 
Gospel’s writers. Here the Spirit is already at work in the unborn John the Baptist, as foretold in 1:15: He will be filled 

with the holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb. The Spirit inspires Elizabeth both to declare that Mary has great 
faith and to prophesy about Jesus’ greatness.                                                                                                                             
Motherhood Having children was a significant way in which Jewish women contr ibuted to their  religious her it-

age. Mothers of important or powerful sons were regarded as having been favored by God; whereas women who 
couldn’t conceive were often looked upon as having been rejected (1:24-25). By calling Mary the mother of my Lord, 
Elizabeth acknowledges the greatness of Mary’s child and, by extension, of Mary herself. This is the first reason Mary 

is blessed: she bears an important child.                                                                                                                                                   
First disciple Elizabeth also declares Mary blessed because Mary believed what Gabr iel told her  (1:38). Mary is 
the first person in Luke’s Gospel to accept the new era that is beginning. Mary’s response also points ahead to Jesus’ 

statement that those who hear the word of God and observe it are blessed (11:27-28). Mary is blessed both as Jesus’ 
mother and as someone who has heard and kept God’s word. (www.oursundayreadings)     

UNDERSTANDING THE FIRST READING  (Micaah 5:1-4a)                                                                                                           
In days to come Micah warned the Israelites that God would severely punish them for  their  sins. This punish-
ment unfolded when first the northern part of Israel was destroyed and then, years later, the southern part. This passage 
looks beyond all this devastation to a time of restoration.                                                                                                                 
Bethlehem-Ephrathah Ephrathah is the name of a woman mentioned in 1 Chronicles 2:24. Some of her  de-
scendants settled in and around Bethlehem, a village just south of Jerusalem. Bethlehem was the birth place of David, 
one of Israel’s most successful and devout rulers. God promised David that his descendants would rule over Israel for-
ever (2 Samuel 7). Micah thus elevates the village where David was born as he prophesies about a ruler to come. 
Reigning peace Despite his humble or igins, the future ruler  of Israel will establish the peace that has long elud-
ed God’s people. God will strengthen him and ensure that he brings peace not only to his own people, but to the whole 
world. Micah’s prophecy contrasts the humility and success of this ruler with other Israelite leaders whose wealth and 
power had led them into sin. (www.oursundayreadings) 

https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf
https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf


 

 

Christmas is one of the most important 
days of the Church year, second only to 
Easter itself. It is the feast of the incar-
nation, the feast of God becoming flesh 
(the Latin "in carne" means 
"enfleshment"). It is a uniquely Chris-
tian teaching, the Divine choosing to 
become one of us. Because of this be-
lief, God is not only Transcendent, but 

also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel (God-with-us). While remaining Transcendent (meaning we must 
rise above our present condition to reach Him), He is at the same time Immanent (meaning He is with 
us as we rise toward Him). Every Eucharist is like Christmas where the bread and wine are trans-
formed into His flesh, His Body and Blood, and, in a sense, He is born anew on the altar. The liturgi-
cal season of Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes on the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ into our world and into 
our hearts and reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with him, including the fact that he was born 
to die for us.       The Christmas tree and the Nativity scene are popular symbols of the season and a 
tradition in many Christian homes. It is also traditional to exchange Christmas gifts with family and 
friends to honor God the Father's gift of his only son to the world.  Having received the gift of Christ, 
we naturally want to pass that gift along to our loved ones.  (USCCB.org)  
 
What are the other feast days and holy days during the Christmas season? 
In addition to Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Christmas and Mary, Mother of God, Catholics 
celebrate: The Feast of the Holy Family, honoring Jesus, Mary and Joseph as a family. It is celebrated 
on the Sunday after Christmas or on December 30. When Christmas falls on Sunday, it is celebrated 
December 31. 
The Epiphany, the oldest of the Christmas feasts, is also known as Three Kings Day for the three ma-
gi who found the Christ Child after following a star to Bethlehem. It is celebrated on Jan. 6 and is the 
major holiday of the Christmas period in the Eastern Church. 
The Baptism of Our Lord brings the Christmas season to a close. It is celebrated on the first Sunday 
after the Epiphany. 
When are the 12 days of Christmas? 
The 12 days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day (December 25) and end on January 5, eve of the 
traditional date of the Epiphany. 
What is “Little Christmas”? 
In the Spanish-speaking world, Christmas Day is strictly religious, and gifts are exchanged on the 
feast of the Epiphany, when the wise men (or Magi) brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to 
the baby Jesus. 
What are the names of the three kings? 
Tradition names them Gaspar, Melchior and Balthasar. The custom of blessing homes on Epiphany 
developed because the feast commemorates the time that the three kings visited the home of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. (www.franciscanmedia.org) 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Your place on the tree 

Family trees are an endless source of fascination. Whether you've explored yours through DNA tests 

or old photo albums and family stories, you know that a ragtag line of other people's chances and 

choices contribute to who you are. The Advent Jesse Tree teaches children about many risk-takers 

and seekers throughout biblical history who contributed to the arrival of Jesus. Folks like Jesse him-

self, the father of David who contributed to the lineage of the kings of Israel and, without suspecting 

it, the future King of the Universe. What might your legacy be, and how do you claim your place in 

the great story?  (Prepare the Word) 

CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 

Tu lugar en el árbol  

Los árboles genealógicos son una fuente inagotable de fascinación. Ya sea que hayas explorado el 

tuyo a través de pruebas de ADN o de viejos álbumes de fotos e historias familiares, sabes que una 

línea desordenada de oportunidades y elecciones de otras personas es lo que contribuye a lo que eres. 

El Árbol de Adviento de Jesé enseña a los niños sobre muchos arriesgados y buscadores a lo largo de 

la historia bíblica que contribuyeron a la llegada de Jesús. Gente como el propio Jesé, el padre de Da-

vid que contribuyó al linaje de los reyes de Israel y, sin sospecharlo, al futuro Rey del Universo. 

¿Cuál podría ser tu legado, y cómo reclamas tu lugar en la gran historia?  


