Dear Pade,

I’'m a non-Catholic church secretary who receives
questions about a Purgatorial Society. What is it?

hose who die in God's grace and friendship imperfectly purified,
although they are assured of their eternal salvation, undergo a
purification after death, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter
the joy of God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1054). This process of
purification is known as purgatory. Saint Gregory the Great (540-604) wrote
ertain offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to
come” (see Dialogues 4, 39). This forgiveness of sins granted after death is also
ested in Matthew 12:32 and 2 Timothy 1:18.

Because Catholics believe we're in communion with one another through
an active relationship that transcends death, our prayers and sacrifices benefit
the deceased (see 2 Maccabees 12:38-46). Thus, a Purgatorial Society is a
formal association of Catholics who offer prayers, Masses, and other works
of charity to benefit the souls in purgatory. Souls that get to heaven, in turn,
offer their prayers to benefit the living. This mutual assistance affirms our
belief in an earthly and heavenly Church forming one body in Christ.

Purgatorial societies were especially prevalent from the Middle Ages
through the previous century, but they’re currently seeing a revival in some
church parishes and religious communities. Societies generally maintain a
registry to enroll names
of the deceased so that
Masses are regularly
offered for the holy souls
in purgatory—especially
during the month of
November.

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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Monday
MARCH 22
Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17,
19-30, 33-62
or 13:41c-62
Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday
MARCH 23
Lenten Weekday

Nm 21:4-9
Jn 8:21-30

Wednesday
MARCH 24
Lenten Weekday
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95
Jn 8:31-42

Thursday
MARCH 25
The Annunciation
of the Lord
Is 7:10-14, 8:10
Heb 10:4-10
Lk 1:26-38

Friday
MARCH 26
Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10-13
Jn 10:31-42

Saturday
MARCH 27
Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21-28
Jn 11:45-56

Sunday
MARCH 28
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
Mk 11:1-10 or
Jn 12:12-16
Is 50:4-7
Phil 2:6-11
Mk 14:1—15:47
or 15:1-39
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=1 A Redemptonst Ministry

ps March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Lent (B)
Jer 31:31-34

COMMUNITY | mms

Do I Have to Die?

ho has not asked this question, at least to

oneself? It’s a valid question, because at the
core of every living being is the drive to live. Jesus also
must have asked this question. Today’s Gospel account
implies this in John 12:27. (“I am troubled now.”)
Despite his passion for living, Jesus was more passionate
about the transformation that would take place later.
The example of the grain that must die if a harvest of
wheat is to be produced is a perfect metaphor to make
this point. Just as the grain is insignificant compared
with the possible harvest, so—our faith assures us—
there is no comparison between this life and the
wondrous transformation that awaits us. And yes, in
order to move from this life to that splendorous future,
we will have to die.

Our Lenten meditations will soon focus on the

suffering and death of Jesus. However, to concentrate
solely on suffering and death is like examining the
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death of the grain without any thought of its
transformation and the bountiful harvest that will
come. We must not minimize Jesus’ suffering. However,
it was precisely by means of his having been lifted up
on the cross in suffering and death that he was lifted
up in glory and exaltation. This is why we claim that
death is not the end of life but the gateway to new life.
So, as difficult as it might be to leave the life we love,
like Jesus we have to die in order to enter that new life.
Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
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* Begin to place yourself in God’s hands with little
things so that you are better able to do so in
bigger things.

* The second reading reminds us that Christ is the
source of our eternal salvation. Spend a moment
in gratitude for this great gift.




Louise Miller, Bookkeeper jingles@pld.com
Molly Shelden DRE 451-0548
~ RCIA 355-6405
Gwen Waechter, Parish Council Chair 272-1030

Tressa Powers, Finance Council Chair 355-6206
Altar Society President, Nanette Rice 355-7676
Rectory & Parish Office .
600 Soderberg St. Lakin, KS 67860 Tom Bachman, Grand Knight 640-8259
Mailing Address: PO Box 983 Prayer Line Starters, Allison Bushek 355-1696
Fr. Peter Tran, Pastor—355-6405 & Nanette Rice 355-7676
Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Email: saintanthonylakin@gmail.com Monday, Mar.22  8:00 a.m. Dorothy Hoffman
Website: saintanthonylakin.org Tuesday, Mar.23  8:00 a.m. Paubla Anguiano
March 20, 4:00 p.m. Tom Bachman Thursday, Mar. 25 8:00 a.m. Special Intention
March 21, 9:00 a.m. Mike Broeckelman Friday, Mar. 26 12:15 p.m.  Pastor’s Intention
March 27, 4:00 p.m. Karen Burden Saturday, Mar. 27 4:00 p.m. S.I. —Conversion
March 28, 9:00 a.m. Julie Kaps Sunday, Mar. 28 9:00 a.m. For the People
April 1, 6:00 p.m. Tom Bachman
April 2, 3:00 p.m. Volunteers Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard every Saturday
April 3, 8:30 p.m. Volunteers at 3:00 p.m. and every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. every Friday from

4:15—4:50 p.m. or by appointment.

Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized must
April 10, 4:00 p.m. Debbie Frederick be registered. Godparents must be 16 years of age or older
April 11,9:00 a.m. K of C Members and haye received Conﬁ@atlon and Eucharist. Please call
' . the parish office for an appointment.

April 17, 4:00 p.m. Alvin Bergkamp Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four to six
April 18, 9:00 a.m. Fred Jones months before the wedding.

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a
priest.

April 4, 9:00 a.m. Karen Burden

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT—MARCH 21, 2021
. __— =

“AMEN, AMEN, I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS A GRAIN OF WHEAT FALLS TO THE GROUND AND DIES,
IT REMAINS JUST A GRAIN OF WHEAT; BUT IF IT DIES, IT PRODUCES MUCH FRUIT.”

Friends, have you ever wondered what Jesus really meant when he said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”

Clearly, in one sense, Jesus is referring to himself. He is that grain of wheat which will “fall to the ground” and die.
And the fruits of that “death” will be so much more than could be expected or even imagined. The “dying” of the
seed is precisely what brings about an abundance of life. Jesus died so that we could live. THAT is the Good News.
We should never forget what Jesus did for you and for me and for the whole world. The purpose of Lent is for
making sure we are always grateful for the selfless, saving acts of our Lord. Self-emptying love is at the heart of what
it means to be a child of God. Yet, it can be so difficult to embrace.

And so if you are ready to embrace these profound and challenging words from the mouth of Jesus, if you are ready to
be a grain of wheat, if you are ready to “die” so that life may grow abundantly on this earth . . . refrain from the need
to “geteven” . ... don’t feel the need to win every argument . . . go to that movie you really don’t want to see (but
your spouse does) . . . do your homework before going out to play . . . . reach out to a lonely person (even though your
life is busy) . . . paint that room you’ve been promising to do for weeks . . . be kind to the people you don’t really

like . . . give to someone in need without passing judgment . . .

Dying, a bad thing? Not when we do it for someone else. Not when we do it for our God who has done it for us first.

May your Lenten journey continue to be fruitful.

Fr. Peter Tran




COLLECTION for March 14, 2021: Envelopes: $1,055.00; Loose: $284.50; Online Giving: $1,455.75; Total
$2,795.25; Average Weekly Expense: $1,761.17. Income over/under (+1034.08) Thank you so much to your faithful
stewards for supporting our parish, diocese, and worldwide Church.

PARKING LOT PROJECT Good News! Yes. our Parish Parking Lot is under construction. We hope to
complete it before Easter. Thank you so much for your love, patience, and generosity to make this project become a
reality. Sorry for the inconvenience if you have to find a parking space a little bit further than usual. Please pray for
the safety and the success of this project. Together, let’s pray and work to build our loving parish even stronger and
more united. St. Anthony, our Patron, pray for us!

CONGRATULATIONS —CONFIRMANDI! We wish to congratulate our younger sons and daughters who
were confirmed last Thursday, March 18! We are grateful to their parents, sponsors, catechist who worked hard to
prepare them for this very special day on their journey of faith! May the love of Jesus forever remain close to you—
Sebastian Beltran, Jara Davidson, Kinzie Lohman-Fuller, Jessica Gallegos, Maggie Gannett, Ingrid Gardea, Anais
Gonzales, Conor Jones, Garrett Messenger, Jovan Saenz, Leo Shelden, Cesar Ramirez, Victor Ramirez, and Erin
Urie!

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS We would like to extend our congratulations to our newly Baptized, Emiliano
Noe Terrazas Oviedo, son of Edwin Terrazas and Karina Theresa Oviedo who was baptized on March 13th, 2021.
Welcome to God’s family in the Church! May our Loving God continue to pour down His abundant blessings upon
Raleigh and his family.

CHRISM MASS With Bishop Gerald Vincke, our Apostolic Administrator, celebrating Chrism Mass with us,
there is a change in the day we will celebrate this year. Chrism Mass will be celebrated at the Cathedral at 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 30. The Chrism Mass will be live streamed on the Cathedral and Diocesan Facebook pages.
Keeping in mind the pandemic is still alive and well, we are not asking for parish representatives to attend and are
limiting the invitation to the priests of the diocese and the staff of Cathedral and Chancery Office.
LENT—CONFESSIONS Please make an extra efforts to reconcile with God, the Church, and with others in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, ready for Easter Celebration. Fr. Peter will be available every Friday from 4:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; every Saturday from 3:00 p.m. to 3:50 p.m. and every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m. or by
appointment.

EASTER FLOWERS If you want to send flowers in memory of a Loved One for Easter, please put your
donation and names into the regular collection.

2021- TRIDUUM, EASTER CELEBRATION

Holy Thursday—April 1 at 6:00 p.m. in Lakin (Eucharistic Adoration: right after Mass to 10 p.m.); 6:30 p.m.
(MT) in Syracuse; Good Friday—April 2 at 3:00 p.m. In Lakin; 6:00 p.m. (MT) in Syracuse; Easter Vigil Satur-
day—April 3 at 8:30 p.m. in Lakin; Easter Sunday Mass — April 4 at 9:00 a.m. in Lakin; Deerfield at 9:00 a.m.
& Syracuse 10:30 a.m.(MT)

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES —-MARCH: 24 & 31. There will be no class on 3/17 (Spring Break)

VOCATION VIEW_Strangers come to Philip with the simple request: “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” In
your actions and words, are you able to show the love of Christ to the stranger in your midst? (John 12:21)

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT “If anyone would serve me,” says Jesus in today’s Gospel, “let him follow me;
where I am, there will my servant be.” In what ways is Jesus inviting me to follow him? What service is He asking of
me?

PRAYER OF THE WEEK (Saint Teresa of Avila) “Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth
but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he
walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”

UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL OF THE WEEK (John 12:20-33)

“I will draw everyone to myself” In verse 19 some Pharisees comment that “the whole world has gone after” Jesus.
In verse 20 the “Greeks” (here, pagan converts to Judaism) represent the whole world. Their movement toward Jesus
indicates that his hour has come. The hour of glorification In John’s Gospel Jesus frequently speaks of his hour. The
term refers to his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension — one, inseparable event by which Jesus and his Father are
glorified. Jesus is glorified by being lifted onto the cross and up from the grave. Jesus glorified God by working signs
that revealed his Father’s power. Now that his hour has come, Jesus will work the ultimate sign: he will defeat sin and
death and bring people into union with him and his Father (vv.31-32). Unless a grain of wheat The fruit of Jesus’
death and resurrection is his triumph over evil and death. The fruit is also the community that is founded on him. Je-
sus will give his spirit to his followers so that they can share in his victory (20:22). However, true disciples must act
as Jesus did and endure hardship, rejection, and possibly even death in order to be with Jesus (v.25). A voice from
heaven When God speaks in verse 28, he confirms that Jesus has glorified his name by working signs that re-
veal what he, the Father, has been accomplishing through his Son. God then expresses complete confidence that Jesus
will go to his hour and work his greatest sign. The crowds don’t understand this voice, which indicates that they ei-
ther don’t understand Jesus or don’t believe in him. The agony in the garden Verse 27 recalls the story in which Jesus
goes into the garden to pray right before he’s arrested, a story John does not include (notice our Second Reading). In
his Gospel John avoids stories or statements that make God’s Son seem weak or afraid. Instead he presents Jesus as
being entirely in control. For example, when soldiers come to arrest Jesus, they initially pull back, but Jesus presses
them forward (18:4-8) oursundayreadings



https://oursundayreadings.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/guide-083020-22a.pdf

QUESTIONS CATHOLIC ASK : VENIAL OR MORTAL SIN?

Question: After being a Catholic for around a month, I still do not clearly understand what sins are.
Sometimes, I still do not know whether what I did, what I read, or what I speak are mortal sins, venial sins,
or not a sin at all. I learned that there are three conditions for mortal sin. It must be grave matter, committed
with full knowledge and deliberate consent. However, it is still hard to know whether what I have done is
which kind of sin or not a sin at all. My problem is that I cannot categorize some of my actions. For exam-
ple, as a Facebook user, sometimes there are posts or pictures that might offend God, which appear in my
news feed. I know that if I don’t mean to look at them, it is not a sin. But sometimes I do not know that they
are inappropriate texts until I finish reading them. Are they venial sins, or not a sin at all? Sometimes I also
cannot judge if what I have done is a grave matter or a serious action. I sometimes think that what my par-
ents say is a little annoying. I respond to them in a little bad mood but without using bad words. I sometimes
look at women who dress not so properly. I cannot say that I look unintentionally, but I try not to think inap-
propriately. I have heard that we also must confess venial sins, to confess properly. I would like to be able to
judge what is mortal sin or venial sin or not a sin at all. Thank you. — Pete

Answer: Your question is encouraging. As a new Catholic, you are showing that you take seriously your
commitment to follow Christ and to grow to spiritual maturity (holiness). This is a clear sign of God’s
loving action in your life.

The faith, like a lot of things, is something that we learn more deeply over time.

We learn about the faith through means natural and supernatural.

On the natural side we need to try to study our faith on an ongoing basis. This could include reading good
books (including the Bible, of course) and the Catholic press. The Catechism can help, too.

On the supernatural side we rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. That is why we need to have a solid
prayer life. This keeps us in tune with the Spirit’s movement in our lives.

Now, as for the difference between venial and mortal sin, you already know the three criteria for the latter.
When you run across unexpectedly on Facebook, or where things pop into your head, the best is to ignore
them and move on.

If you deliberately pause over them, that could be at least a venial sin. If you dwell on them, that could slip
into mortal sin (in the case of photos, for instance) because you are using more of your will power.

The line between venial and mortal sin can be hard to draw at times. Where is doubt about whether the three
criteria of mortal sin were met, you could assume perhaps that the offense is venial. Prayer and study will
help you form your conscience in this area.

When in doubt about the gravity of a sin, it is good to mention it in confession.

Strictly speaking, we only need to mention mortal sins in confession. However, the Catechism in No. 1458
says: “Without being strictly necessary, confession of everyday faults (venial sins) is nevertheless strongly
recommended by the Church. Indeed the regular confession of our venial sins helps us form our conscience,
fight against evil tendencies, let ourselves be healed by Christ and progress in the life of the Spirit.”

One more idea is worth considering.

Ask yourself whether you are willing to do something if it is “only” a venial sin. If you say yes, then there is
a serious problem. When someone deliberately chooses to do commit something that is “only” a venial sin,
he is closer to falling into mortal sin that he realizes.

Put another way, we aren’t called to just avoid mortal sin. We are called to be saints.

This entails our constantly looking for ways to go deeper in our relationship with God.

In practice this means that we should re-evaluate what we are doing day by day.

If Facebook is a source of temptation, then maybe it’s time to rethink whether you should be using it at all.
If watching a certain TV channel is a source of temptation, maybe it’s time to skip it altogether.

The danger is that we can fall into serious sin by putting ourselves in the near occasion of venial sin. And if
life without Facebook seems extreme, just think of what is at stake.

Stay close to the sacraments yourself. And cultivate a devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, too. She is a
great intercessor and will help you on your journey as you learn more about your Catholic faith. (Fr. Ed-
ward Mcllmail, LC—rcspirituality.org)

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT- SEE INSIDE FOR MORE INFORMAITON

Sometimes your reputation precedes you. The prophet Jeremiah is famous for lamentations, but he is less
known for the centerpiece of his message: that everything we need to know about how to live is already
planted in our hearts. On this International Forest Day, let’s not miss the forest for the trees on another great
truth rooted deeply in our midst. Trees are friends: bearing fruit, shade, and beauty wherever they’re planted.
They are also necessary allies in achieving planetary sustainability, food security, and poverty eradication.

Play your part in protecting God's greenery. (Prepare the Word)
QUINTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA—MAS INFORMACION EN EL INTERIOR

A veces tu reputacion te precede. El profeta Jeremias es famoso por sus lamentaciones, pero es menos cono-
cido por la esencia de su mensaje: que todo lo que necesitamos saber sobre como vivir ya esta plantado en
nuestros corazones. En este Dia Internacional de los Bosques, no dejemos de ver el bosque por los arboles,
en otra gran verdad profundamente arraigada entre nosotros. Los arboles son amigos: dan fruto, sombra y
belleza alli donde se plantan. También son aliados necesarios para lograr la sustentabilidad del planeta, la
seguridad alimentaria y la erradicacion de la pobreza. Pon tu granito de arena en la proteccion del verdor de
Dios.




