Dear Padre,

Why should | bother to be more religious? I'm a good
person. Isn’t that enough to get me into heaven? [

B b
1 ]

When asked for advice about how people should decide on a I
vocation, St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, said they ?
should do an imagination exercise. “Imagine that you are on your
deathbed,” he said. “From that point of view what would you wish (IR

you had done in your life?” That is still good advice. I ”m'l\\\“

Here’s another exercise: Imagine you have a grandmother
who is completely generous and caring toward you. Throughout
your childhood, she was always there for you. But as a teen you belittled her and, in effect, told her that all she had
offered is worthless to you. In a saner moment, won't you feel terrible about how you treated her?

Our life with God is much the same. God has given us absolutely everything, from our existence to every breath we
take. God has also given us a way to know him through his Son, Jesus (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 73). And one
way we know Jesus is through the Church and the celebration of the sacraments (CCC 1085). To refuse these gifts, to
say, “| am already a good person. | don’t need these gifts from God” is a bit presumptuous, don’t you think?

To be “religious” is not just an outward show of piety. It's the way we have been given to learn God’s language:
the language of forgiveness, of faith, hope, and love. ®

L\

Bishop Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

We complain about things that are wrong in society, in the Church, in
the world, without first questioning ourselves....Every fruitful, positive
change must begin from ourselves. If we are blind, we cannot claim to
be guides and teachers for others: indeed, a blind person cannot lead
another blind person....

20-27, 33b-45
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Fourth Sunday of Lent (A)
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c o M M u N ' T V John 9:1-41 or John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

Coming of Age, Coming of Faith

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

t is said we never become a believer before age

I thirty-five. | don't think there is anything magical

about that age. Some in their seventies still
have not yet come to be people of faith, and there are
those who, at a very young age, seem to have entrusted
their lives to God. What the age of thirty-five does say,
however, is that most people need to have lived a while
and experienced a few ups and downs to recognize there
is a power in their lives greater than themselves.

This week’s Gospel story of the man born blind
encapsulates a lifelong journey of coming to see who
Jesus is, compressed into a few days. When asked who
cured him of blindness, the man first says the man
Jesus did it. Brought to testify before the Pharisees, he
says that Jesus must be a prophet. Confronted by the

Pharisees a second time, he testifies that Jesus must be
of God. Finally, when he sees Jesus again, he calls him
Lord, a name for God. The story is a parable of sorts
about how we come to have faith, to see with new and
different eyes.

Faith involves trusting, sometimes trusting an unseen
Power who feels absent at times; about surrendering
control over our lives to God, as we come to see in an
entirely new way. It can take a lifetime to begin seeing in
such a way. @

Reflect
Where am I on the journey of faith?
How open are my eyes?

[The man who had been blind] replied, “...One thing | do know is that | was blind and now | see.”

JOHN 9:25
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Karen Burden, Rel.Edu. Committee 355-6388

Lisa Gannett, DRE 355-6611
RCIA 355-6405
Gwen Waechter, Parish Council Chair 272-1030
Rectory & Parish Office Tressa Powers, Finance Council Chair 355-6206
600 Soderberg St. Lakin, KS 67860 Altar Society President, Nanette Rice 355-7676
) F;:::rg;:::r;zt f: ﬁ'j (5”;9;2 5 Tom Bachman, Grand Knight 640-8259
Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Prayer Line Starters, Allison Bushek 355-1696
Email: saintanthonylakin@gmail.com & Nanette Rice 355-7676
4th SUNDAY OF LENT (Violet) IMIASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, Mar. 18  4:00 p.m. Bergkamp Family Int.
3/18/2023 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Volunteer, Jason Velasco, Ryann
Bamberger Monday, Mar. 20  8:30 a.m. Charles & Eileen Hoff
Reader: Debbie Frederick

Sunday, Mar. 19 9:00 a.m. Urb & Pauline Steinke

Tuesday, Mar.21  8:30 a.m. For the People
E.O.HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman

Thursday, Mar. 23 7:00 p.m. For Moisture
3/19/2023 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Servers: Volunteer Friday, Mar. 24 8:30 a.m. S.Int. Powers Family
Reader: Fred Jones Saturday, Mar. 25  4:00 p.m. Rosie Perez
E.O. HC: Del & Julia Kaps Sunday, Mar.26  9:00 a.m. Bergkamp F. Int. &Sullen
5th SUNDAY OF LENT (Violet)
3/25/2023 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.
Servers: Lucy Gannett, Jonathan Gannett, Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard every Saturday at
Nathan Gannett 3:00 p.m. and every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. or by appointment.
Reader: Gwen Waechter Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized must be

registered. Godparents must be 16 years of age or older and
have received Confirmation and Eucharist. Please call the par-
3/26/2023 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. ish office for an appointment.

Servers: Cade & Jace Berning, Luke Wood- Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four to six
row months before the wedding.

Reader: Kyle Berning Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.

E.O. HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman— Fuller

E.O.HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter

MARCH 19—FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing T shall want (Ps. 23)

My friends, It’s no surprise that this Sunday’s readings are all about “sight.” That’s pretty obvious.
And the implication is that we are all blind in one way or another. And what God deeply wants for
us is to help us see, to open our eyes. Sometimes we don’t see correctly because we’ve been taught
not to. Other times we don’t really see correctly because we are looking through lenses with the
wrong prescription. And so we often find it hard to look at others and truly see the beautiful person
God created.

It can happen in matters of faith . . . We’re not really interested in what people of other faiths have to
say. After all, what do they know? We have the “truth” and they don’t.

My friends, a truly faithful person is someone who can see the good and affirm it wherever he or she
finds it. Can we be that way? Can we see the good right in front of us, the good in the opinions of
others, the good in the ideas of others, the good in the actions of others? That is, can we see God at
work and alive in others?

Or will we be just like the Pharisees in today’s Gospel --- so worried about being “right” that we
miss the beautiful, wonderful action of God happening right in front of us?

Or can we find a way to see each and every person for who they are --- a child of God and an oppor-
tunity to encounter God’s grace? Will we be open to seeing precisely what God wants us to see?

Fr. Peter




COLLECTION for March 12, 2023: Envelopes: $340 Loose: $427; Online Giving: $1582.89; Total 2349.89 Av-
erage Weekly Expense: $1,761.17. Income over/under +588.72

CHURCH PROJECT GOAL $52000—Building Fund To Date: $23885.63 Thank you so much for your love for our
parish church and your faithful stewards.

EASTER FLOWERS If you want to send flowers in memory of a Loved One for Easter, please put your
donation and names into the regular collection. Thank you!

2023- ST. ANTHONY’S SCHOLARSHIP FORM is available at the vestibule of the church.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR—UPCOMING EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS

Confirmation Mass—Thursday, 3/23 @ 7:00 p.m.

Parish Breakfast—Sunday 3/26, right after 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass

Lent Penance Service—Sunday, 3/26 at 6:30 p.m.

Soup & Sermon—3/29

Holy Thursday 4/6/2023 St. Anthony’s Mass @ 6 p.m. St. Raphael’s @ 6:30 pm (MT)

Good Friday 4/7/2023 St. Anthony’s Service @ 3:00p.m.; St. Raphael’s @ 6:00 pm (MT)

Easter Vigil 4/8/2023 St. Anthony @ 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday Mass 4/9/2023 Christ the King’s Mass @ 8:00 am.; St. Anthony’s @ 9:15am. & St. Raphael’s @ 10:30.
Stations of the Cross —every Wednesday during Lent @ 7:00p.m.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK What keeps me from seeing the truth? What keeps me from acknowledging what
I'see?

PRAYER OF THE WEEK Lord Jesus, Light of the World, We walk by your light. Manifest yourself to all who seek
your face, and be merciful when we persist in blindness. Reveal the darkness that is within and around us. Show us
how to turn away from darkness in order to walk more boldly by your light. Expose injustice. [lluminate the way to
peace. Dispel the gloom of all who suffer, and brighten the lives of all who feel lost and alone. Bring us all into your
everlasting radiance. We ask this in your holy name. Amen.

UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL OF THE WEEK - (John 9: 1-41)

Setting the scene John 1:19 — 12 is called The Book of Signs because in it Jesus works signs that help people believe
that he is God’s Son and the world’s savior. The blind man and the Samaritan woman symbolize every person who
comes to believe the truth about Jesus. Some people deny Jesus’ identity. In John 8 Jesus and some Pharisees argue
about whether he truly is the light whom the Father has sent. The tension builds as Jesus now works his next sign.

The healing The Gospel-writer defines the term Siloam as Sent. The one who anoints the man’s eyes and sends him
to the pool to wash is the one God sent into the world. Jesus uses saliva because it was thought to have healing proper-
ties. Washing points ahead to Christian baptism.

The controversy begins Jesus warns that not everyone will accept him: the night is coming when he will be cru-
cified by those who reject him. At that time it will be impossible to do the work of bringing people to faith (vv.4-5).
The neighbors’ disagreement about the man’s identity represents controversy about Jesus’ identity (vv.8-9). Just as
some of the neighbors think the man is the same person who was born blind while others don’t, some people believe
Jesus is from God while others don’t.

Division The disagreement continues among the religious authorities as a second source of controversy is intro-
duced: Jesus has worked on a day in which no work was supposed to be done. The Pharisees become stubborn in their
disbelief, even denying that the man had actually been blind. Meanwhile, the man who once didn’t know where Jesus
was now knows that “he is a prophet” (v.17).

Irony The story contains several ironic contrasts that increase the tension among the various people. ¢ The Phar-
isees urge the man to tell the truth, but that’s what he’s been doing the whole time * Jesus told his disciples the man
wasn’t blind because of a past wrongdoing, but the religious authorities assume that his blindness was a form of pun-
ishment « The religious experts don’t accept that Jesus is from God, but the person they call totally sinful does * The
more the Pharisees reject the man’s claims, the more boldly he speaks

Blindness The story reaches its climax when the man states what he now sees with perfect clarity. The Phari-
sees, however, angrily refuse to see what he does. They’re so sure of themselves that they’ve blinded themselves to the
light God has sent into the world (vv.40-41).

Judgment Jesus isn’t the judge; we are. Jesus stands in a courtroom in which we must make a verdict for or against
him. Those who believe him turn toward the light, while those who reject him turn away ( oursundayread-
ings.wordpress.com)

UNDERSTANDING THE FIRST READING (I Samuel 16:1b, 6-7,10-13a))

Choosing a new king When the prophet Samuel sets off for Bethlehem, Saul is king of Israel. Samuel worries
that Saul will kill him for choosing a new king, which is technically an act of treason. God tells Samuel to say that he’s
going off to make a sacrifice to God. The sacrifice becomes the context in which David is anointed. Jesse introduces
his sons by starting with the oldest one. Typically the oldest son was given the highest honor, and Eliab looked the
part: he was strong and handsome. God tells Samuel that the new king must not simply look good, he must have the
right abilities and disposition.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION Sight to See God chose David, the youngest of eight brothers, to be his anointed,
his king. We can imagine there may have been some animosity among the brothers. They probably couldn’t believe their
eyes! Even Samual, God’s prophet, had his sights on David’s brother. Fast forward to the New Testament and today’s
Gospel. A man, blind from birth, is given his sight, by Jesus. Having never had his sight, he didn’t know what he was miss-
ing. The Pharisees, having their sight, couldn’t see what they were witnessing! Our eyes can be deceiving, and unbeliev-
ing. As believers, we can see the bread and wine with our eyes, but by faith we can see the body, blood, soul and divinity of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s ways are not our ways. We are not always going to see what God has envisioned, but we can
respond to God’s vision. (Catholicdiioceseofwichita.org)

La Buena Vista Dios eligié a David, el menor de ocho hermanos, para ser su ungido, su rey. Es de suponer que entre
los hermanos habia un cierto rencor. Probablemente no podian creer lo que veian sus o0jos. Incluso Samuel, el profeta de
Dios, tenia sus miras puestas en el hermano de David. Pasemos al Nuevo Testamento y al Evangelio de hoy. Jesus le da la
vista a un hombre ciego desde su nacimiento. Como nunca habia visto, no sabia lo que se estaba perdiendo. Los fariseos,
que tenian la vista, jno podian ver lo que estaban presenciando! Nuestros o0jos pueden ser engafiosos e incrédulos. Como
creyentes, podemos ver el pan y el vino con nuestros ojos, pero por la fe podemos ver el cuerpo, la sangre, el alma y la
divinidad de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo. Dios no actiia como nosotros. No siempre vamos a ver lo que Dios tiene previsto,
pero podemos responder a la vision de Dios. el agua “viva” para su pueblo, igual que hizo Moisés para los israelitas hace
mucho tiempo, en Masa y Meriba.




Q: Q: If I can pray to God about anything I want, what is the purpose of praying to saints and Mary
and asking them to pray for me? — Jason, Union Correctional Institution

A: What if you could do both? It is not as though one sort of prayer excludes another. Your question
might well be applied to any number of scenarios. Why would I ask you to pray for me? Or, why do I often
say to someone, “I will pray for you!” And why does scripture call us to pray for one another (e.g. Eph 6:18)?
Why does Paul ask others to pray for him (e.g. Rom 15:31)? If Jesus is on the main line, and we can talk di-
rectly to him, why pick up line two? And yet, it is our instinct to do exactly that. Both lines are important and
Scripture commends both forms of prayer. Sometimes God wills to answer us directly; sometimes he answers
through another’s prayer. At the Wedding at Cana (Jn 2:1ff), though Jesus surely knew the need of the couple
for wine, mysteriously he chose to let his mother sway his decision. So why not pray both ways and let God
decide?

Q: The Catholic Church teaches that Peter was given primacy amongst the apostles, yet Peter consid-
ered himself a “fellow elder” and thus, did not view himself as one superior to the other apostles. So aren’t
the local churches to be led by a plurality of elders? - John C., Reformed Baptist

A: The text, which you cite is 1 Peter 5:1, wherein Peter exhorts the leaders of the Church to be zealous
shepherds. But what you see as equivalency may simply be fraternity. For example, when my Archbishop
writes a letter to the priests, he begins, “My dear brother Priests...” Now the archbishop is a priest, and shares
that in common, as a brother, with all the priests of this diocese. But his salutation is not a declaration that
there is no difference, or that he does not also have authority over us as the Cardinal Archbishop.

In the letter you cite, Peter begins by writing of himself, Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:1). Hence
your point that he thought of himself merely as a fellow elder does not seem supported.

Further, the Catholic Church’s position on the primacy of Peter does not rise or fall based on one text. Our
teaching is based on a number of foundational texts and also on Sacred Tradition.

Thus we see that Christ singles Peter out and calls him “the Rock,” giving him the keys of the Kingdom of
heaven, a sign of special authority (Matt 16:19). He also assigns Peter with the special role of uniting the oth-
er apostles, when the devil would sift (divide) them like wheat (Lk 22:31-32). Peter is also singled out by Je-
sus at the lakeside and told to “Tend my Sheep” (John 21).

In Acts we see Peter living the office Christ gave him. He is always listed first among the Apostles. He
preaches the first sermon. He convenes the brethren and directs the replacement of Judas. He works the first
miracle, pronounces sentence on Ananias and Sapphira, is led by the Spirit to baptize the first Gentiles, and
presides over the Council of Jerusalem, bringing unity to its divided deliberations.

Relying not only on a wide biblical tradition, the Catholic Church also bases her understanding of Peter’s of-
fice on the broad and consistent testimony of the Fathers of the Church and other witnesses to the practice of
Christian antiquity. These sources attest that Peter and his successors were accorded special dignity. Their
authority to rule over the whole Church in a unique and singular way is confirmed by these sources. (Msgr.
Charles Pope— Our Sunday Visitor)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Step out of the spotlight

They called her the “Pearl of the Antilles" for her uncompromising care of the sick. In Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, and her original home in Puerto Rico, Mother Maria Soledad Sanjurjo Santos and the Servants of
Mary she led were there to help. Mother Maria made it her signature to be hidden so Christ could be made
visible. Her humility in service illuminates what Saint Paul means by living as children of light. If we insist
on the spotlight, all that people see is us. If we wear a cloak of invisibility in practicing our good works,
Christ alone lights up the darkness. (Preparetheword)

CUARTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA
Salir del centro de atencion

La llamaban la "Perla de las Antillas" por su infatigable cuidado de los enfermos. En Cuba, la Reptiblica Do-
minicana y su hogar original en Puerto Rico, la Madre Maria Soledad Sanjurjo Santos y las Siervas de Maria
que ella dirigia estaban alli para ayudar. La Madre Maria se propuso ocultarse para que Cristo pudiera
hacerse visible. Su humildad en el servicio ilumina lo que San Pablo quiere decir con vivir como hijos de la
luz. Si insistimos en ser el centro de atencidon, nosotros seremos lo unico que la gente verd. Si nos cubrimos
con un manto de invisibilidad al practicar nuestras buenas obras, s6lo Cristo ilumina las tinieblas.




